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Hello again triples persons, 


Courtney and I were almost not here to put this Echo together this month. 
We had just finished doing the winter top end job and after a solo shake- 
down run around the block, took ol'faithful out for a ride. We made the 

& mile down’ to the stop light, turned right onto highway 199 and made it 
nearly 300 yards before some stupid old fart turned left from the other 
side of the divided highway. Now you know that the normal first reaction 
one should iaveluuae you realize you've pulled into the path of an oncom- 
ing motorcycle going about 7Omph and honking wildly with brakes about to 
lock and front tyre chirping like a canary) is to get the hell out of the 
way. Not this twit! His reaction was to define the the ultimate act of 
totally freaking out....he drove his car across our path as slow as poss- 
ible and then brought it to a halt....covering both lanes...no escape 
route was possible at that speed. I was also totally freaking out perched 
two up atop a mosquito-like cafe racer with less than a mile on the bike 
and not having been on any motorcycle for months. Fortunately I had also 
just rebuilt the front brake. I managed to get the speed down to where I 
was just able to squeek past the front bumper and not go straight into the 
ditch on the right. I honestly thought...as in knew...that I was going to 
smash my left ankle on the bumper as we went by, and started to lift my 
leg and brace for the impact, ~eeel think I came within an 
inch or two. This was the closest “close call" I have ever had and until I 
got by the jerk's car thought that we were just going to center-punch . 
one of the right side doors. I am absolutely convinced that had I not 

just rebuilt the front brake, we would have center-punched an Oldsmobile. 
I have some manner of close call just about everytime I take a bike any 
where on the street, and have got used to anticipating them, but this was 
so bad that it is still affecting my driving (2 and wheels) a couple of 
months later. I find that I am driving with the assumption that every 
single car I see approaching an intersection from the side is absolutely 
going to pull out in front of me, and that every driver in those cars is 

a totally stupid and hostile jerk. Sounds a bit paranoid doesn't it? But 
it's turning out to be not so far off the mark. Our new house is on the 
"other side" of town....below Busch Gardens, which has about forty-eleven 
entrances off of a main highway. And one way there is a sea of bloated 
tourists with their bumpy white legs hanging out of their Bermudas... 

and they tend.to drive in the most bizarre patterns,fightting to get their 
four wheeled whales into a parking space 5 seconds ahead of the next guy, 
or anyone else that gets in their path...parking spaces that are hundreds as 
of yards from the highway. Of course going the other way it's worse.... XY 
Busch Gardens....right ne t to the brewery.....if you don't want to 

ride the Loch Ness Monster, there's nothing else to do but drink beer 

and that makes them even more mean than they are on the way in. Last week 
we were run off the road three times within 200 yards by the same car. 
When I pulled into the parking lot to see what the hell was going on this 
Bostonian Bozo leaped out with both chump and wife threatening to kill ‘ 
M@eeeel never did find out why.@City cop watched the whole thing as he ‘ 
was in the parking lot.....but tourists have to rape,spindle and mutilate ‘ 
at least three children under the age of 7 in front of unimpeachable wit- 
nesses which must include no less than two police officers before they 
will even give a ticket in this burg. 


Anyway, this has been a lesson. Unfortunately it has taken a lot of the 
pleasure out of driving for a while....until I calm down a little more. 

And we should all take note of how easy it is to become a victim...about 
three quarters of all motorcycle accidents are the result of some twit 
pulling out in front of you or turning from the oncoming lane. And a 
significant number of the remainder are the result of drug/alcohol use 

of the cyclist....yes, I know alcohol is a drug. So if you are not drinking 
or dropping 'luuds, your overwhelmingly biggest threat is going to be 

right in front of you...everywhere you go. 


The September '86 Cycle Guide has a "Looking Back" article on the famous 
"432 mph Out of the Crate” record setting by a stock BSA Rocket-3. They 
were really stock and fast enough to make the middle of the field for that 
year's Daytona 200. Also there is a good article in the June 186 Cycl 
Guide on the Hurricane "Being ahead of the times is just as bad as being 
behind!", If anyone didn't catch these when they were on the stands let 

me know and I can make up X-rox copies of them. 
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As the club T-shirts have such a success we are thinking about getting 
some made up black. This will require a little modification of the art 
work but we will be able to use the same image on the black as is on 

the other colored shirts. What I need to know is how much interest there 
is in getting shirts made up in black. So anyone who is interested in 
getting some black shirts should let me know right away. This is not to 
order shirts, just let me know if you want any black, what sizes and 

how many you are interested in so I can have an idea how many to get made 
up. The shirts will be the same 50/50 poly/cotton as the others...really 
nice quality shirts. I haven't mentioned this before but they are half 
the price of certain other shirts I've seen advertised. The black shirts 
will possibly be a little more expensive than the others as they cost 

the T-shirt company a little more.....not a lot....maybe an extra 50¢. 
Anyone sending me money for T-shirts should please not send anything in 
Canadian funds as both my bank and yours seem to get bent out of shape 
over it and it takes forever to get the cheques clear. There's no need 

to get a money order for U.S. funds unless you can do it cheap. A personal 
cheque made out to me with "U.S.Funds" written after the amount is fine. 


I didn't get any classified ads for this issue,So can I assume that every- 
one has everything they want and nothing they don't want? I hardly think 
so. I just got the last few pieces I needed for the restoration of a 

P-11 Norton because I went to the trouble to say "I am looking for..." 
I didn't get quite everything that is needed as some things were just about 
unobtainable when the very limited production of this bike ceased 18 

years ago. But I did get all the really necessary bits including some 
exhaust pipes, and believe it or not a side cover...the rarest part of 

the lot according to some people. If I can get partsfdr this bike with 

a simple ad, then there's is not much in the way of triples that you 

can't get. here's almost certainly someone out there who knows 
someone,who not only has what you want, but doesn't want that much for it. 
As a matter of fact, there's probably someone who not only has what you 
want, but who is desparately looking for something you have and don't 
really want. Let me know what you want and what you've got for our class- 
ifieds. 


And send in those photos and letters. I need all the help I can get. 
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NOTE - I*ve put in an ad on page 27. - Stephanie 
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EDITOR, LETTERS, T-SHIRTS: Rick Simms, 111 Edgewood Lane, Williamsburg, VA's 

t ° - 8 days, 220-3319 late evenings--as late as you 
want on motorcycle related business, 


REAS ;Stephanie Coulshaw, R.R.#2, North Gower, 
Ontario, Canada KOA 2T0. Dues $13 Canadian/$11 U.S., Club 
Pins $5.50 Canadian/$y.50 U.S. Cheques payable to: 

TRIDENT AND ROCKET*3 OWNERS' CLUB 


“TECH ADVISORS: Mitch Klempf, (507) 288-8393 : 
Hamilton Rink, 215 Woodland Ave., Haddonfield, NJ 08033 
(609 )429-8607 ‘ 
Alan Adie, A-J Cycle Shop, 200 Millers Falls Rd., 
Turners Falls, MA 01376 (k13)863-9543 


i 
: 


EI II III III TATTOO IO oo I oo ot oa tI 


FERRER EERE REE R EY ERY 


Euentis 


I'd hoped to report on a grand time at the C.V.M.G. Rally this year but 

it turned out simply a nice time....didn't see many triples though 

I did see a few club members in authentic, chic, well tailored, and other- 
wise snazzy official TR30C club T-shirts. The crowd of bike nuts I have 
made the trip with the last 4 years had other things to do. Steve had to 
work this year &Mark moved and had started a new job,which is not an 
unreasonable reason.....but then there was Eric. He won't be able to make 
any more rallies now as he has become seriously......married! Maybe if I 
pester him enough he'll get that last one bike he's been allowed to keep 
put back together. 


Steve Hicks, Courtney and I were very pleased with the"All British"rally 
put on in the D.C. area in May by the Nation's Capitol chapter of the 
U.S.N.O.A. They had a really big turnout for what I thought would be more 
of a local affair, and some really fine classic bikes. There were just 
about all the classics represented including one of the finest Vgéncents 

I have ever seen driven on the street and quite a few heavily modified 
and customized bikes. And of course I got to meet some of our club members 
and see their bikes. This event should be held again next year, and I 
recommend it highly to all. I guess you could call any event a success 
that can get all those great bikes together in one place including two 
Hurricanes. Don't forget to take yourunwanted bike bits as they might be 
a treasure to someone else....and some cash in case you find something 
that you want in the flea markets. 


TWINS AT D.C.NORTON OWNERS'CLUB RALLY 


SOME TIPS ACCUMULATED 


YARD SALES 


These are also known as “garage sales" and can be a source of some great 
scores. A friend called me up last week and told me about a metal turning 
lathe he saw at a yard sale for $150....I went down there and got it 

with a box of tools for $100, It turned out to be a virtually brand new 
piece and retailed for just under $2,000 without any tools. It turns out 
that the guy having the sale is a scrounger and a machinist.....tools 
galore! I ended up spending another $50 for a box full of incredible 
stuff including a couple of pairs of duck-bills, cutters, a vice(bench) 
and a hand vice, micrometers,dial guage, etc. The guy who told me about 
the sale is a yard sale freak and fortunately for the rest of us, 

buys the weird stuff that no one wants because there is no use for it... 
leaving the good stuff to the rest of us. Sure, I know most yard gales 
have nothing but junk and old shoes, but once in a while you hit a good 
one. Quite often people advertise in the local papers and once in a while 
you will even see one that specializes in particular stuff....like this 
one advertising"tools", I thought it sounded crazy but the proof is in 
my boxes of great stuff. 


SHRINK TUBING 


If you are not familiar with this stuff for electrical fixes, you should 
find out about it right away. But I have found another use for it that is 
particularly suited to bikes. Everyonce in a while you'll find that you've 
got a little hole in the plastic sheathing on a cable. Cable lube runs 

out and water gets in through them and can ruin an otherwise servicable 
cable. A bit of shrink tubing slipped over the hole and shrunk into place 
makes the cable almost as good as new. 


STAINLESS BRAIDED LINE:The best known is the Teflon, and it's the one a lot 
of people assume is the only one. There are, however, several other choices. 
Check out the supplies at a good sized hydraulic line shop. I found a couple 
of different alternatives that should actually be superior to teflon. 
Teflon lined will take pressure into the thousands of p.s.i., and it is 
also very inflexible. This makes it hard to use unless you are having 
special compression fittings made up or swaged bands...unnecessary expense] 
If you require something that will take the temperatures of boiling lead 

or pewter, then Teflon line is your choice...but the last time I heard of 
anything needing it, it wasn't a bike. The more flexible rubber(?) lines 
with steel braiding will take many times more pressure than any bike will 
produce and are impervious to any kind of hot oil. They are also much easier 
to clamp on with regular hose clamps. Regardless of which one you use, they 
are all vastly superior to standard rubber lines from the auto parts store, 
THE HAZZARD;: Unfortunately the braided stainless steel sheathing is like 

a round rasp. If allowed to sit against something like edge of a Kal- 
Garded cylinder head fin, it will notonly take off the color, but start 
cutting into the aluminum, The fastest way I know to scrape the paint off 
of you frame, cut past the plastic coating and into the steel coil of carb, 
clutch and brake cables, and digest parts of engine cases is to put on 
braided line blindly. I have found that where it can flex freely, like 
anywhere on a Norton, or where cables can rub against it like on triples, 
you should use cable ties to hold a piece of rubber hose at the point in 
question. I prefer cutting a piece of old oil line in a spiral, though 

you can use it cut lengthwise if it covers most of the braiding. 


DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU 


Just got a call from friend Yogi('7h Trident~one of the rare black ones ) 
who is having trouble with his front end. He hit a rut in the road coming 
home and the forks stayed down. Taken appart we found out why the leaky 
fork seal quit leaking.....it ran out of oil. Another lesson learned 

here is make sure the person who rebuilds your forks knows what the hell 
they are doing. In this case it is very doubtful that he lost enough oil 

to damagae anything...provided there was enough in there to begin with.... 
so someone didn't put enough in there. When they run out of oil, the bottom 
edge of the chromed tube starts cutting into the alluminum like an icecream 
scoop, pushing a burr ahead of it. When Yogi bottomed the fork on a deep 
hole the burr jammed the one side down. There's a good chance that the fork 
is too damaged to use again.....very expensive! ltl t 


I hear this recommendation often nowadays....put the"European" Norton type 
gaiters on, especially when you have the later model Triumph type forks 

with no bushings. They may look neat and clean with just the dust caps and 
shiny forks, but they eat up fork seals which eats up forks. The seals 4 
can't scrape every last bit of oil off going up and every particle of dust 
going down. And the front edge of the forks gets bombarded with normal crap 
from the air as you ride along. The dust etches the chrome eventually while 
getting dragged down and scratching the seals....this lets a bit more oil 

up which catches a whole lot more dust and before you know it you have late 
model Trident fork and seal dtsease. The symptoms are oil oozing from the 
forks....and when you get oil streaks on the knees of your rain suit you 

can be absolutely sure of the diagnosis. My twins with the old style fork 
boots gave me no trouble about leaking or wear for years.....but they were 
never driven in the rain. Then one day I found that the forks' lower legs 
had water caught....above the seals in the seal holder screw on cups. 

Much swearing and two new sets of fork tubes later I found out about the 
"European" gaiters. They are a tight fit at the bottom on the lower leg 

and a tight fit on the chromed upper tube at the top. Cable ties should be 
more than adequate to seal them. There is a small vent hole at the botton, 
so that they don't balloon when compressed....be sure it is facing directly 
to the rear otherwise you can take on water. This still gets a bit of water 
in now and then if you have been driving in heavy rain. And I find that with 
the older twins and triples that haté the fork seal cups, you still get some 
accumulation of moisture no matter what you do. If you have these older 
style forks you can use strips of paper towels to soak it out before it 

does any damage. Regular checks for accumulated moisture can be done with 
that strip of paper towel. You can also squirt a shot of something like 
WD-.0 down in there if you do find moisture....sure as hell is a lot better 
than annual rebuilds and being a large~order customer with Franking by Fork. 
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BREAK FREE-I was turned onto this stuff by a'friend who works for(not in) 
the service. It is used a lot around aircraft and has a smell reminiscent 
of bananas. It is supposed to be used like WD-lO and CRC-556 etc, but it 
comes in large spray bottles, and unlike the aerosols, goes a lot farther. 
It is also a lot thicker, so it stays put better, yet penetrates every bit 
as well and loosens stuck bits just as well as WD-40. When dry, it leaves 
a noticable protective film that also like the competition, dispates mois- 
ture. It is made in the U.S. though I've never seen it advertised for sale, 
Again...if you know anyone in the army etc. Let me know if anyone knows where 
it can be acquired. 


Back in the old days of Howdy Doody and Gumby I used to hear about blueprin- 
ting. I have since found out that it refers to rebuilding an engine with © 
all parts made exactly to specs. I questinned some discrepancies once 
with a BSA expert and was told that no bike ever left the factory with all 
parts emgactly to specs. I can also remember some pedantic type telling me - 
that you should always go over every nut and bolt with taps and dies to 
get perfect torque....his assertion was that any engine that blows up was < 
the result of poor torque from bad threads.....a lot of crap really, but 
it really does make a put-back-together sessinn go much smoother. My latest 
top end job was done this way. I was reminded of it when I had troble get- 
ting a couple of studs back in and a nut or two on the studs. It seemed 
like the only real hassle was with the threads on the studs and the threaded 
holes in the head and cylinders, The studs will get bashed unless put away 
carefully and get rusty on the ends sometimes. The stud and bolt holes 
get dinged on the outside edge and get crap down in there while you are 
working on it. You generally can't run a tap through a nut without changing 
the fit, but they generallydon't need it and are cheap enough to replace. 
You can make a tap for the stud and bolt holes by using a good spare bolt 
or stud as a tap. You have to cut a notch with a sharp file in about threea@r 
four places at the bottom of the threads. Make sure ThE Both is clean 
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not ragged, goes deeper than the inside of the threads at the bottom and 
goes straight up for about \*. I just hade to spend about ten minutes 

each getting some holes in a head free of accumulated crud. Thefewas a 

very noticable uniformity to the way everything went together afterward. 

You can check bolts and studs with a good new nut. If you find that any 

are tight you can make them uniform by running a die down them, and sometimes 
you have to run the die on from both sides to get a small burr cleared. 

A set of taps and dies is a really handy thing to have....as useful a 

set of complete shop tools when you need them. 


LUBE ADDITIVES 


I've been looking for a new source MoS. engine and tranny additives 
since Molyslip of Canada quit dealing With Candian Tyre. There's always 
some argument on the need for stuff like this in engines, as you might 
have to wait years to see what benefits were gained from it upon a tear- 
down....unless you have your own dynomometer. But the tranny additive 
made an immediate difference in shifting ease and quietness in both 

the bikes and cars I have put it in. The same goes for Moly grease.... 
it really does the job well. Molyslip of Canada are now dealing with 


K-Mart.And their stuff can be purchased from any store in Canada that 
Has an automotive section. 


In the U.S. Auto-Moly brand versions of the same stuff can be purchased 
directly from the manufacturer Pacific Lubricants...big savings$$$$. 


- 70 
WAor'7 PRICE SCHEDULE 
<7" $10 MINIMUM 
PRODUCT 16 OZ. 8 OZ. GALS. 
AM + 
AUTO-MOLY $8.50 $6.00 $21.CO 
AM 2 : 
MOLY-SEAL (Transmission Overhaul) $6.00 $1675 
AM 4 
GEAR-MOLY $7 50 $28 68 


MOTOR-CYCLE MOLY 2 OZ. $2.98 


AMG 10 — LITHIUM 
ALL PURPOSE MOLY GREASE $7.50 


Prices Subject To Change Without Nouce  F.O.B. Chino, California 


PACIFIC LUBRICANTS-ENGINE ACCESSORIES MFG. CO. 
DIVISION OF BORROWE CORP. 
5165 G. Street * Chino CA 91710 © (714) 591-1480 


; CLUB T-SHIRTS 


f Our great looking official TR30C club T-shirts are available in the 
+ following sizes and colors (U.S.) and in colours(Canada), 


Extra Small Small 34-36 Medium 38-0 & Large 2-4) Extra Large bh-6 
: Gold * Gold White, Light Blue, Gold Light Blue 


t For each T-shirt send $4.50 (U.S. Funds)which will cover postage and 
f packaging. Notice that this is not only a great looking and great quality} 
+ T-shirt, it has to also be the least expensive of all the club T-shirts, ¢ 
+ Make all cheques for T-shirts payable to Richard Simms, and send cheques 

; to.111 Edgewood Lane, Williamsburg, Virginia 


NEW TYRE INFO 


As you all must be aware of by now, there only a few K-81's left for sale 
and this makes for a potential problem...especially if you are into orig- 
inality. I know some guys who have bikes on their mantle, so to speak, 

and swear they will never be soiled by riding.....not too much fun as 

far as I can see. Besides, times are usually changing for the good in 

tyre technology. Unfortunately you can’t always get all your questions 
answered easily when you aren't asking about a UJM application(U.J.M.... 
universal Japanese motorcycle....sold for the prevention of disease only). 
I tried last year at Dunlop and they had a dealer-rep call me back. He 
really wanted to sell Dunlop tyres, but didn't have much technical know= 
ledge. As far as he was concerned, Dunlop couldn't make any encouraging 
statements about using their K-391 100/90-19" as a rear tyre for Commandos 
and Triples....even though it's called a front/rear pattern. At best I 

got an unconfirmed and ambiguous non-comittal, with overtones of imprecise 
maybe's, I have since talked to Brian Slark(tech advisor to U.S.N.0.A.) 
who has this tyre on the back of a Norton. He says it looks skinny com- 
pared to what one sees on the current line of U.J.M.'s but it does work 
quite well, Remember that the old 4.10 19" was actually a low profile 

3.50 so this 100/90 is not just a substitution. 


I have since talked to a tech-rep for AVON and got some good information. 
It helps to talk to someone who knows what the hell they are talking about. 
And it really hebs to know what the hell you are talking about when you 
own a Gold Star and a couple of Bonnevilles as does AVON's telephone 
tech-rep. AVON definitely recommend their 100/90 19" for rear applications 
of Commandos and Triples and is compatible with both the WM-2 and WM-3 
rims. This is their new"Super Venom"series (AM-18), available in both 
street and race compounds. The only reports I have ‘heard on this tyre 
(which were as a 19" rear by the way) were enthusiastically glowing. 


I put an 18" rim on the back of one of my bikes with one of these newer 
generation tyres and there's no way I would go back to a K-81 voluntar- 
ily. Avon are still making the 4.10 19" Roadrunner though it is not 
quite as modern a design as the Super Venom. 


Whichever tyres you use, the universal recommendation still seems to be 
for getting rid of the 19" rear rims and putting an 18" rim on instead. 
The old WM-3 18" rear rims are acceptable though the recommended set up 
is for a WM-3 19" on the front and a WM-l 18" on the back in order to get 
the maximum benefit and handling from the latest tyres. Recommended prese 
sures from AVON for use on all British twins ‘and triples with the modern 
generation of tyres is 28-30psi front/3h-36psi rear. 


The following is a list of tyres that AVON is making for "Vintage" racing. 
They are considered racing application only because they are not D.O.T. 
approved in the U.S. This is not because they fail to meet standards but 
because they do not have a certain stamping mark on them that the D.O.T. 
requires to date manufacture.....30 they can be recalled if they make a 
batch of duds. 


You can call AVON toll-free at 1-800-62-7470 for tech information on their 
tyres and for their free package of literature. 
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AVON ‘TYRE LTD 


Avon ‘Tyre Led, in harmony with its long established reputation of high perc- 
formance tires, now is pleased to offer to the U.S. vintage racer the same 
racing tires used in the U.K. The ever growing vintage racing classes have 
been popular in England for some time and dominated by the famous Avon Road- 
runners. New tire technology and compunds achieved in the development of 

the new V-ruted Super Venom have been applied to a limited number of sizes 

of the famous Roadrunner R2, Speedmaster and GP series tires. The new vintage 
racing tires all carry on fl-rating in traditional tread patterns and are 
available in the same TF (Track Formula) compound as the Super Venom TF. 

The tires are currently available only for racing purposes. 


SiZK. PATTERN APPLICATLON 
80/90 118 3.10 HI8 RR UNIVERSAL F 
80/90 H18 =3.10 18 RR UNIVERSAL R 
90/90 HI18 3.60 118 RR R2 ; R 
100/90 H1i8 4.10 H18 RR R2 F 
100/90 118 =4.10 H18 RR R2 R 
90/90 1119s 33.60 TLD RR F2 F 
100/90 119 4.10 THO RR UNIVERSAL, I 
100/90 HI9 4.10 HO RR UNLVERSAL IN 
3.00 H20 3.00 120 Speedmaster MKIL t 
3.00 12] 3.00 H21 Speedmaster MKIL i 
3.50 HI9 3.50 HI9 GP JR 


Hoppe & Associates, Inc. 


(206) 771-2415 © Telex WU! 683-8044 
407 Howell Way « Edmonds, Washington 98020 


Klempf{'s 


204 — 20th Street, S.W., Rochester, Minnesota §§902 


507-288-8393 
ENGLISH COFFEE 
; MUGS: 
é Or. RET. 
i Triumph 6.00 
BSA 
: Norton 


Triumph 

BSA 

Norton 11.95 Ret. 
Trident 

Bonneville 


KEY FOBS: 

Triumph 

BSA 

Norton 5.50 Ret. 
Union Jack 


A 1986 Triumph Bonneville brochure (from the factory) is yours FREE with any order. 
Although we have several hundred, our offer holds while supplies last. 

We also have 7,000 different Triumph part numbers in stock, as well as an excellent 
supply of Lucas, Hepolite, Girling, Smiths, Amal, Reynolds, Lockheed and Dunlop products. 

For those of you without a local dealer we will offer price quotes on your parts needs, 
as well as technical advice. Call us, or send SASE. We ship UPS-COD daily. 


Dealer inquiries welcome. 


TOOL POUCHES WITH LOGO: 


BSA 5.00 Retail 


25.50 


INDIVIDUAL TOOLS 
Primary Adjusting Tool 
4.50 
Vaive Guide Driver 
4.00 
Auto Advance Puller 
(Slide Hammer 24 + 26 TP!) 
10.00 
Clutch hub puller for 
T100, T120, T140, A65 
9.00 
Clutch hub puller, triples 
12.00 
Many other tools available 


Black/gold 
Silver/gold 


triumph badge 
4.75 


507-288-8393 
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GOLD PLATED PINS: 


TOOL KIT (12 piece) WITH POUCH: 


y) 


COPPER COAT-My brother contributed some ideas for copper coat that were 

new to me. Threads that you have secured with GOOD lotk washers, safety wire 
or are otherwise considered safe from loosening, can be easily assembled 
with this well known head gasket goop. As it does not wash off and is 

water proof, and stays very sticky{ ju3t about for ever)it makes disassembly 
a breeze. I found it useful on my bra:e caliper bolds. With all the road 
spray they can become cruddy quite t'«3st and be a total bastard to pull out. 
I just rebuilt my front brakes afte. a2 couple of years assembly with copper 
coat.....for once the bolts came out freely. I'd used one of the colored 
lock glops before and it was soon rezp)aced with corrosion, so I had nothing 
to lose trying the copper coat. 


And as this stuff doesn't wash off it makes a handy coating for exposed 

nuts and bolt heads that may be subject to rusting, inspite of cadmium 
plating. My brother showed me the heads of the bolts and nuts that were 
holding the front end on his Dodge that he had rebuilt some years before. 
They were covered with road grime, but were rust free(unlike the others) 

and when the dirt was wiped off, you could still see the copper coat holding 
up. For stuff out of the way you can spray it on. I used an artists’ brush 

to do the heads on my brake calipers....looks very trick!!! 


If you lose the little caps that keep crud out of your hydraulic brake 
bleed screw, you can get nice looking little replacements from the auto 
parts store that are for sealing unused vacuum lines on auto carbs. They 
are black rubber and look like they belong there....got a bag for 96¢. 


Letters 


Hello Rick, 


I thought I would send you a note to tell you what I have been up to since 
I saw you last summer while on vacation. Then I was telling you how trouble- 
free my T-160 was at 12,000 miles. 


Two years ago I removed the bike from the garage and into the basement 
“on a workstand. There it underwent a complete cosmetic overhaul. At this 
time the bike was running exceadlent with no mechanical problems. There 
was a slight oil mist around the bottom of the push rod tubes, but it was 


not burning any oil or was it necessary to add any between oil ch 
(every 2,000 miles). d co 


At the end of last summer I parked the B.M.W. and wheeled the Trident out 
of the basement. I put in oil (50w) and three new spark plugs. After the 
first ride I noticed oil burning and oil pouring from the base of the 
cylinders and the left engine case. O.K., I understand the oil leaks, 

but I don't understand why it started to burn oil. The bike still rund 
good and is easy to start. I think I will ride it this summer and see 

how it gies. 


I enjoy reeding the Echo and appreciate the efforts of the people that 
keep it all together. I have been a Trident enthusiast for 12 years and 
hope to be able to get more involved with bikes and the club in the 
future. It looks like I may be in for a rebuild after this summer. 


Ron Vestal 
905 Truro Lane 
Waldorf, MD 20601 


SHOP TIP; 


Use an old tappet to drive Triumph tappet blocks from cylinders. Before 
reinstalling them I run a brake cylinder hone a few passes throught the 
hole...it makes them go in a little easier. I also have used the same 
hone on triple tree to remove rust and paint etc. 


Sincerely, 

Dave Norris 

7929 Brandy Apple Dr. 
Raleigh, NC 27609 
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Dear Rick, 


It's time again for another "Echo" from Colorado, I wrote last year 
about electrical problems with my '72 Trident. Understand first that I 
am not a mechanic, I just try to get by. Symptoms—the bike gradually got 


harder and harder to start thought it ran well. Finally, it would only 
start with a bump start and eventually a long run down a mountain side. 
Finally, nothing. I replaced points, plugs and battery and reset the 
timing. That's where it stands and I have no tools for electrical testing. 


I was not getting a spark on any cylinder any more. Any suggestions here 
will be appreciated. 


Other commenst——when I go through periods of unemployment and have time 
to kill(all too frequent), I go to used book stores in downtown Denver 
that also carry used magazines. Most big cities would have these. By 
taking the time to go through all the old cycle mags I have developed 

a pretty good collection including any mag I found with test, article, 
letter to the editor or anything else about British bikes, This covers 
about '63 to the present especially including triples articles. I have been 
enamored of them since about 1970. 


The collection allows me to comment on a letter in the #35-36 issue re: 
Flat Tracking Triples. My info is out of Cycle World(Dec, '70 , Cycle 
(Jan.'71) and Motorcyclist(Dec.'70).The picture was definitely after the 
Sacramento race since Romero already has the #1 on his leathers as well 
as plates. Theguys look pretty fresh so I doubt is was after a 50mile 
dirt race,’ but probably after the last race of the season which followed 
Sacramento. (Ascot ‘smile also won by Romero). I believe it is mostly 

a publicity photo since only Nixon regularly raced the three on dirt. 


What is interesting is that this race was one of the focal points of the 
great cycling movie "On Any Sunday". The Sacramento race with Dick Mann's 
broken leg, Jim Rice's nose breaking crash, Dave Aldana's fall in the main 
and Romero's win to clinch the '70 championship/number one plate are all 
covered, though Bruce Brown failed to focus on the bike used, unfortun- 
ately, Most of the factory Triumph and BSA riders seemed to have both the 
twins and triples, except Mann. The movie, by the way, caught on film 

the spectacular sjide out by Nixon on his triple when he grounded his 
cases. Likewise, Rice catching neutral after his heat win and going over 
the fence along with his R-3. A still photo of this in Motorcyclist 

shows a poor unsuspecting photographer looking the other way, about to 


be nailed at shoulder level by the bike as it hurdles the fence— amazing 
that he survived. 


To get back to the bikes, this was the lineup:Romero-750 Triumph twin 

(one of 200 750's made to allow 750's racing) ;Nixon-Trident(note his is 
the left bike, #9, in the newsletter, Trackmaster frame with stock Triumph 
tank-even to the paint, though emblems have been removed)The articles 

say his handled best of the Triples. The other two are both Rob North 

road race frames, regardless of type of headers;Castro-from the photos 

he appears to ride a Triumph twin in the race, though it is not specific- 
all mentioned in any of the texts; Rice-Rocket-3; Aldana-Rocket- 3; 
Mann-BSA twin 650. 


These were the six factory riders and,as far as I ean tell, no one else 
rode a triple. It appears the riders were being pressured to ride them 
because of their poor sales showing. I don't believe they were raced mych 
in'71, not because they were outlawed, but simply they didn't work in 

the dirt with the wide cases. Multi-cylinder(more than two) bikes were not 
outlawed until after the '75 season. This was brought about not becasue 
of British triples, but because Yamaha's use of the two-stroke TZ750 

four with which Kenny Roberts won the Indianapolis mile, While these bikes 
were thought to be dangerous to ride, even by Roberts himself, a. lot of t 
the motivation for the rule change was the AMA's typical rule changing 

to kepp Harley competetive. Thus, in reality, the triples died a natural 

death on the dirt as they just were not the hot set up. 


“= BDA) Bike 


British 


(att om 
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My reading tells me that gasahol is a problem for cycles, especially if 
the stuff is allowed to sit in your tank and other parts of the fuel sys- 
tem,(this is what you found out). If you aré running a tank through you 
can get away with it but personally I don't think it is worth the risk. 
Here in Colorado, as in many states, it is law that gasahol pumps be 
posted, but the labels are about 2" square so they're easy to miss. 


Also with regard to the separate issue of no lead gas, note that gasahol 
does nothing to solve the lead/valve cushioning concern, it only raises 

the octane. These two separate issues seemed mixed in your response to 

the letter about valve seats. In talking with a long time expert British 
mechanic, not only must valve seats be replaced when rebuild time comes 

up, but alse valves, It seems British valves are often made of softer metal 
and should be replaced with hardened valves along with the seats. He says 
changing the seats is not really a big deal so one can just wait until 

the bike needs a rebuild anyway. 


Another question:in looking through the imags for the racing info, I found 
a road test in Cycle Guide (July'70)of a 70% Trident,as they called it. 
Midway through the model year Triumph had switched from the boxy styling 
to Bonneville type styling. The bike includes a typical Triumph tank with 
the color swooshes, chrome badges and knee pads. It also fork rubbers and 
the 60's type sausage mufflers. I think it gives the bike ene of the best 
looks for a Trident. However I have never seen one of these and wonder 

if they are very common or if most look like the '71-74 models? Just 
curious to hear your reaction. 


I have another styling issue to contribute. I have a copy of ‘A Hurricane 
Named Vetter by Joe Parkhurst. The book of course details the develop- 
ment of the X-75 Triple. It features many photos taken in Vetter's Stud- 
io and workshop during the course of design work. On page 57 a picture 
shows the fiberglass tank/sea& combos aiong with some other Triumph tanks. 
In the text there are also several references to Vetter's design effort to 
create a modern Bonneville, called the TT Bonneville. A picture of both 
bikes appears on page 72. I also have a copy of Street Bike(May'75) with 

a story and picture of the bike which Vetter finished in '72. One can- 
not help in noticing that the tank in all the pictures is almost identical 
to that of the T-160, even down to the new smaller Triumph badges. My 
question, did Vetter really design the new look of the T-160 and if so, 
has he ever been given credit? I'd be interested in hearing anyone's reac- 
tion to this as I have always thought the T-160 look was a good one, a 
successful moderization of the Triumph look. I have always wanted to get 

a T-160 tank and put it on an older twin-not an original idea I guess ! 


Keep up the good work on the newsletter. Am I due to pay my dues again??? 


Mac McCarthy 
11258 Hwy 133 
Carbondale CO 81623 


Mac, Thanks for the lenghty epistke. I have found one thing is absolutely 
for certain....whenever there is room for controversy, expecially when 
something changes the status quo, there are always opinions from self 
styled experts....and they all disagree. My favorite two examples came 
about at approximately the same time. When they were about to test the 
Concord in the U.K. there was controversy....it was going to be loud, 
according to the protestors, in spite of assurances by the testers. It 

was scheduled for landing tests on Friday, and sure enough, Saturday morn 
brought many complaints from people who's windows were shaken. But the 
tests were put off a day and the plane never even got fired up let alone 
flown. At the same time, Gordon Jennings wrote an editorial in Cycle about 
the new stuff, Gasahol, and why it would not work in motorcycles. e art- 
icle was complete with all kinds of technical crap.....all1 of it crap, 
absolute crap. You see, he hadn't actually tested it...regardless of its 
effectiveness, technical articles from pedantic windbags who have done no 
experimentation are not scientifically valid....Untill people were aware 
that a lot of no-lead is alcohol enriched up to 10%(gasahol) there were 
no complaints except from a few who had legitimate problems. I was, at 
that time, having heating problems with my Trident and I found that making 
up my own gasahol to 8-10% was the ultimate fuel mixture...though mine 

was made up fresh, one tank at a time, from leaded regular. But I had 

no problems. 
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Since I had the tank liner meltdown, I have been gathering some data and 
ran a couple of experiments. When we tre@d to disolve the tank liner with 
several types of alcohol we couldn't even make it get sticky. When I called 
the manufacturer of the liner material I was referred to a classic car 
restoratinn specialist who had much experience with fuel/liner incompati- 
bility problems and had comissioned the formulation of quite a few alcohol 
resistant liners. They had never heard of any liners(including mine which 
they were very familiar with) disolving. They had only heard of it breaking 
loose in one big sheet and only clogging fuel lines when left for a grossly 
long time and breaking into smaller chunks....but no cases of disolving... 
just loss of adhesion to the tank. I have since related this story to a 
riend who is service manager to a Toyota dealership in Texas. They had 
a rash of new cars last year with float needle seal inserts disolving.... 
actually the exact same thing as the Amal "Viton" tipped needles, and I 
am told probably the same substance. The problem caused them to actually 
get very technical and they tracked down the culprit. It was not the alco- 
hol, but Benzine-a petrol@um solvent used to enhance octane rating ie. 
anti-knock. This makes a lot more sense as it is a powerful solvent, much 
more chemically active than alcohol, and used in much smaller amounts than 
alcohol. I made a few calls myse2#f including a division of the governor's 
office here in Virginia that oversees the regulation of gasoline, and the 
financial incentives for use of alcohol in motor fuel. They told me that 
there was virtually no way that too much alcohol would turn up in gasoline 
for several reasons. To get the incentives they have to keep the level 
above a certain amount but not to exceed 10% and this is strictly monitor- 
ed. Also, as alcohol is far more expensive to produce, it is most unlikely 
that they are going to be giving it away in gas. There have been some com- 
plaints at local dealers about alcohol, but upon closer examination, the 
symptoms described are not consistant with anything any amount of alcohol 
would do. The last tank of unleaded I bought from Texaco for my car caused 
the worst run-on I have ever seen. The Chrysler dealer told me that they 
had other complaints about the same Texaco gas in the city. They shouted 
alcohol!!! But when I checked with the governor's office I found that Texaco 
has not been selling alcohol enriched fuel here for a few years....besides, 
the symptoms were not consistant with alcohol...run-on would be the last 
thing an anti-knock ingredient would cause. I switched bac& to Bxon after 
draining the tank and the problem stopped instantly. The other complaints 
that had been lodged and were legitimate were carb gaskets leaking....evi- 
dently from being disolved by something in the fuel...but no specific 
brand. This obviously is a solvent problem...but which solvent???? 
The best investigation I have found is the Toyota dealership in Texas as 
the results came from a proper laboratory and were scientifically done... 
they got a proven and specific result....benzine. Alcohol may cause some 
problems with disolving gaskets and lines, but it is definitely inconsist- 
ant. For example, the Toyota dealership could check on the cars they sold 
and found that only some of them had the problem with the benzine eating 
up float needles, in spite of identical use and gas used. My father-in- 
law(though he doesn't know he is that yet) found that his weed whacker 
was leaking gas all over him, The fuel line had gone like jelly....just 
like my tank liner. He replaced it and quit using unleaded high test. It 
may or may not have been the alcohol that may or may not have been in the 
gas. Regardless, such problems are easily enough taken care of as there 
are many gaskets and lines available that are totally resistant to any 
solvent used in today's fuels. I just got some alcohol resistant Kreem/ 
Sealant in the mail....don't like it!! No room for error and conditinns 
must be surgically sterile! When I was running gasahol in the Trident and 
Commando all the time I personally never had any fuel line or gasket 
disolving problems. I would think that until someone can prove something 
one way or other, we should keep our eyes open to several possibilities. 
I had assumedthat becasue they were selling"alcohol resistant"sealants, 
alcohol had to be the source of my problems...it wasn't until we exper- 
imented with it that wefound out that alcohol would not disolve tha seal- 
ant in the tank. I too had been bombarded with "expert": opinions on the 
dangers of Killer alcohol. So far, the answer is still unknown. 
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I have spoken to many people who have opinions on the lead cushioning 
effect and they all claim that it is total crap...this includes a close 
friend, British bike freak@Havard graduate in er.jineéring, and also a 
club Tech advisor to another British bike club. I suspect that you are 
refering to the article that appeared in Norton News. The valves in 

both my Trident and Commando have many thousands of miles on them on 
unleaded high test and all kinds of mixtures of gasahol and none of them 
has as much as a scratch: on them from the fuel. One of the exhaust valves 
in the Commando got so hot it deformed in three places, and it deserved 
its rest. The other three are back in the bike, working well and I can 
assure you, they survived the worst torture a valve could go through 

short of kissing a piston at 9,000revs. The Trident overheated three times 
and had partial seizures,..oil rather than tank sealant caked all over 
everything.....those valves were also stock and perfectly reusable. Except 
for the lack of chrome on the stems of stock frident valves, none of the 
dealers I know has ever failed to recommend them as "as good as you will 
get". "Hard"chromed stems and"hardened" stellite tips will have nothing to 
do with heads and seats. And I think you will find that seats won't get 
burned unless they are pocketed(which is shitty workmanship to begin with) 
and until you get a' valve that is horribly fried, then run on for a long 
time. Don't forget, the seats are imbedded in aluminum which draws the 
heat away, unlike the valves which are cooled by the intake, contact with 
the guides and by radiatinn. 


My father remembers when they brought lead into gas during the: war, They 
went through the same thing then with people worrying that the lead (added 
as an anti-kmock ingrediant)would cause burned valves and seats. And I 
remember during the 50's and 60's all the T.V. ads from Amoco who made 
(until very recently) nothing but unleaded fuel and there were no complain- 
ts then about it burning an ng.e I suspect that the problem is mostly 

a figment of someone's imagination. The newer enghnes are designed to 

run a lot leaner because of the E.P.A. and the higher octane ratings 

are no longer available like old leaded high test. The potential is for 
bikes that were designed for 100+octane with up to 10:1 compression 

now being subject to overheating from undetected knocking and pinging 
eceeethe result of running these bikes on too Low an octane rated fuel... 
and that is not a problem with alcohol alone. I overheated my Trident 
without seeing it coming, so it is easy to do....but mine was a combina- 
tion of about 12:1 compression(you should have seen the accumulated crap 
inside) and preignition from all the little glowplug-like hot spots.... 
poor guides with no seals, sucking oil in like a vacuum cleaner. 


As for Triumph styling-I have had a few questions on it myself. I had a 
problem with a factory manual(for my bike) not showing my bike, I've 

also talked to a couple of other peeple who had differing opinions on 

what was what for a certain year. I think some of the problems arise from 
bikes being modified by a "previous owner", sometimes a European model 
being imported, tail end of year models classified as a wrong year, or 
bikes being licensed as a wrong year. As a matter of fact I know of several 
examples of bikes that sat with a distributor/dealer and were titled 
wrong. One of my bikes was wrecked and had some parts(like the whole front 
end) replaced. Until I found out about the wreck I was getting people 
constantly telling me my '1971 was a '69 or '70, My brother also has a 
1953 XK120 Jag that has a "wrong" dash light....it is wrong, but he was 
able to prove it was original because of factory glue and paint on it. 

The answer was that as his car was being rolled off the factory line they 
ran out of "right" lights...so someone just used one from a different 
model....it may be the only one in existance with that dash light....it's 


still a nice car. Can anyone shed light on the 70% Trident????? 


If you can't find an answer to the Hurricane questions, try writing to 
Bill Litant, BSA Owners Club of New England, Box 439, Lincoln MA01773. 
There were some notes on the book and the bike in a back issue of First 
Kick. I have bean told that there were some glaring errors in the book 
but I am still only planning on getting a copy....assuming they are still 
available. =e 
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RABBITING 


As is usual with our Spring issue, the editorial ramblings go over=- 
board to make room for a list of our social events for the coming summer, 
So grab yer diary -. we've got enough to keep your engine warm, 

First off, Midlands members can meet for a pint and a natter at lunch- 


time on Saturday 19th April, at the Old Chequers, Bulkington, near Coventry. 


Contact Kieron Carvell on Coventry 662582 for directions and more info. 

Then it's our Main Event =- the TR30C NATIONAL RALLY. This takes place 
over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend of May 2nd - 5th. The location is 
the Cottage Inn, Marsh, Devonshire, and you'll find a map on the back 
page. It's nice country site and the run there is equally nice no matter 
where you come from, Good people, good bikes, and good beer and food - 
come for a day trip or come for the whole weekend, but one way or another 
you shouldn't miss it. And it's cheap too - £3 a head for the full week- 
end. The Shepton Mallet Bike Show is up the road and we'll have a run there 
on Sunday morning. 

Only club members and their ladies will be admitted, and you must come 
on a triple, If it has the wrong number of cylinders or the wrong tank 
badge prior permission must be obtained from the Chairman, And cars won't 
be allowed in under any circumstances, of cqurse,. 

Next, there's the French Triple Rally, on May 17th - 19th (French Bank 
Holiday). New members may wonder what this is; well, it's exactly what it 
says, a rally organised by French triple owners for the large number of 
3's in France and Europe. Last year over 200 people came, and this inc- 
luded 47 UK TR30C riders. And an amazingly good time was had by all..... 
The rally is near Angers in mid-West France, and is less than 200 miles 
from most ferry ports, so even the doggiest triple will make it there. If 
you've never been abroad before there will never be a better time to start. 
The entry fee is £11 a head; this includes Saturday supper, Sunday break- 
fast and lunch. Pre-booking is necessary because the food must be bought; 
you can book with me by sending the fee (cheques payable to me please, not 
the Club) and an s.a.e. to me by April 20th. After this date you'll have 
to book with organiser Georges Boisnigre direct, at 3 Rue D'aArtois, Appt. 
35, 49100 Angers, France. Phone from UK is 010 33 41 600955. The same rules 
apply to this rally - no cars, no Jap bikes. 60-hour return ferry tickets 
are half price, so check out the costs, it's cheaper than you think} 

For you TI visitors we have our regular race week meeting. Details are 
elsewhere in this mag. 

And then.... the day on which you'll see more triples than anyone has 
ever seen before in one place. Sunday, July 27th - our Day Meet/AGM at the 
National Motorcycle Museum, Coventry. With luck and good weather, we could 
over 100 triples lined up there. This is one Sunday you should get up 
early! See the Museum, talk to your fellow triplers, listen to the factory 
racers being fired up. 

If this magazine is a bit late - 'pologies. The Bristol Show got in the 
way of everything, including magazine makeup. But it was worth it. We en- 
rolled eight new members on the spot and handed out twice that number of 
applications (come to think of it, we must have got rid of over forty!). 
And people know who we are now. Hopefully I'll have a couple of photos 
for next issue to show you. Until then, see you in Devon, Or France, y 


both... yy 
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HOW IT STARTED - a report from Austria. Franz Ambichl. 


In 1973 I got my licence for a bike, and looked immediately for a proper 
bike, Although English bikes already had their bad reputation in Austria, 
due to the Japanese appearance, I was never in doubt to buy an English 
‘thammer' over 500 ce (it's allowed in Austria to start with any kind of 
bike). I knew all the bikes from photos and had seen the well-known 650cc 
Triumphs and BSA's, but not all the many other English bikes, I remember 
I saw a photo of a Dunstall Norton with the nice little double discs, and 
that slim light bike I liked a lot. But as I didn't know at the time where 
to buy one I said to myself, "I'll look for a Bonnie", 

I went the 40 miles to Vienna, to look at the Triumph main dealer, it 
was almest the only one in Austria. The shop was full of brand new Bonnies 
and Tridents. The Trident at that time I did not like, because of their 
heavy appearance, I passed the several windows, until I was suddenly taken 
away - I couldn't do a step more, my heart jumped like crazy. I saw a bike 
which I immediately fell in love with - although I hadn't seen one like it, 
I knew it was the right one}! 

Chrome forks, nice green/black petrol tank, lots of chrome everywhere, 
and all the alloy in shiny condition, It was a 1971 T150 American export 
Trident, it had 2000 miles on the clock, the previous owner was a man from 
the American embassy in Vienna. (When I saw the photo in 'Trident Profile" 
last year, I thought to myself that it could have been my bike), The Trident 
fever caught me, I completed the papers in the shop, and soon after I could 
hear a triple for the first time in my life! At last off I went, as if I'd 
used the bike for years. But I knew enough to know what was going on, so 
I started slowly - I had more fear to damage the bike than me, 

It was a funny way to buy a vehicle. But I was lucky - the bike was 
miles better than any of the triples bought by my friends later. It was a 
really fast bike, and to achieve 8,000 rpm/200 kmh was not a big deal. 

I think that the American export T150 was better than all the others I've 
seen imported into Austria, 

Engine/frame number was Ni00231, I don't remember any wobbles, the frame 
was 100% better than my T160 I own now (I think T160 wobbles come also from 
the missing brace from cylinder head to frame...?). And the K81!1 tyres were 
really suitable for that bike! 

In 1973 I joined the Triumph club in Vierna. Urfortunately I could never 
see or hear the works triples in action, but as that club just dealt in 
racing activities I could see and hear for the first time a racing triple. 
It was a Seeley Trident, and the only special triple imported to Austria. 
The bike on full rev howls froze my body into place, I remember! The owner 
Peter Holper won the Championship that year, well ahead of all Japanese 
bikes, 

The next year, as more Japanese bikes appeared and the Triumph factory 
went on strike, a crisis hit the club, Almost everybody switched over to 
Jap bikes and the chairman Hans Bahmer, one of the club founders in 1953, 
said that we can 'Triumphate' with other bikes; that would mean the name 
of the club would still exist. Doors were open to invite everybody with 
any kind of bike. I left the club, The main dealer in Vienna changed to 
Suzuki and went so far as to never have any Triumphs imported to Austria, 

I had ns do some repairs on some Tridents and it was impossible to do that 
in 1974. 

I went to the dealer to order some necessary parts for a 1972 T150. He 
didn't have any parts in stock but was fully optimistic when he put my order 
on paper. He said it would take up to five weeks for the parts to arrive, 
Five,weeks later he didn't know anything about the order, Another one was 
written. After another five weeks he was almost surprised and said "oh, yes, 
sir...what was your name.....? Oh yes, your order......" 


Again, an order was written. You English mustn't laugh, but that guy was 
me and my friends' last hope to get the necessary parts, After five weeks 
the parts were still not available. People at that time didn't want to have 
anything to do with English bikes or their riders. Now a really bad time 
came over me and my friends as nowhere in Austria could we get parts, From 
then on a lot were either hand-made or done by an elderly engineer who I 
met, thank God. He made the parts I required, for example, all the timing 
gears and once a mainshaft high gear! The owners of these bikes went at 
least 12,000 miles with those gears; I lost trace of the bike due to a new 
owner, 
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Triumphs (I almost never saw the other English bikes on \ustrian roads) 
disappeared rapidly from the roads. Their bad reputation increased - slow, 
not reliable, oily etc. But I couldn't believe this. My Trident and those 
of my friends were OK. Personally I had no ideas to change over to an other 
bike, I was involved in the triple. Further, I could never forget the how, 
of the Seeley Trident beating the Japanese bikes. Some of my friends were 
thinking of selling their Tridents; it was time to go to 'ngland, It was 
the first time I had been over the Austrian border and I was frightened 
of doing the 2,500 miles by myself; necessary maintenance parts were very 
low in my workshop so a trip to England was unavoidable, 

* I came in October 1975 to ‘ngland without knowing any dealers or the 
situation about spares, The help of Peter McNab was very valuable; I met 
him at Brands Hatch, where I rode after arriving at Dover on the sunday 
morning. He advised me to go to Hughes of Tooting. I went home Monday aft- 
ernoon, I couldn't wait to bolt on the new parts and to tell my friends 
out Tridents will be on the road and in a better condition, Late 1975 and 
1976 were very good years due to my regular trips to England! 


In 1977 I found the address of Norman Hyde, and I purchased a 1000cc 
race conversion, I started to build the Rickman Trident you can see in the 
photo. 10.5 compression pistons were bought and prepaped, and brought to 
exactly the same weight, as were the carrillo rods(steel) after removing 
weight from them. A full race camshaft was fitted driving lighter valve 
gear. Rockers are lightened, the modified head has bigger valve seats 
for the 0.6mm /36.7mm Bonnie valves. SkW valve springs fitted, also 
32mm Amal carbs.Every engine part, including bolts and washers, got a 
separate inspection and or deburred and polished. A Quaife c.r. 5 speed 
and lightened clutch were fitted, and the ignition is Boyer. A Rickman 
was bought here in Austria and I mofified it to accomodate the T150 
engine. Fontanna magnesium hydraulic brakes were fitted(somewhat lighter 
than lockheed), mag wheels and Girling gas shocks were fitted, swinging 
arm and exhaust system are hand made. Te weight of the whole bike in- 
cluding light and fairing, oil,battery etc. is 165kg/366l1b. 

I built and improved the bike (I'll never forget the weeks I spent on 


the lathe and milling machine) from 1976 to 1980 with it changing shape 
almost every year so far, No Jap hyper-bike has beaten me, Only the pre- 
pared Japanese bikes are faster, but when the triple gets out of power so 
do they. 
After finishing that bike I was a well-known customer to my bank; due t 
financial problems, and further because at that time I wasn't too keen on 
‘original' bikes, I sold my beloved American Trident in 1978, in excellent 
condition. But as it didn't find a proper place, it went wround from one 
owner to the other, same as a whore, And just after weeks, she was looking 
like one. Today, surely too late, I could cry and pull my hair out,....... 
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In 1978 I found the address of Miles Engineering and now had access to 
the frame*I originally always wanted. So in 1979 one was purchased. I fitted 
the Triumph forks with right-hand leg prepared for twin discs with Lockheed 
racing calipers fitted, The Triumph hub is altered by fitting a thin alloy 
disc in the middle to use the hub in the 8" yoke, 

Battery is mounted in an alloy box behind the engine, just under the 
swinging arm, The engine, a T150, was brought to the same spec as the Rick- 
man framed bike, except that only a 750 barrel and half race cams were fit- 
ted. Weight of bike, ready to go, including oil etw., but without petrol, 
is 172 kg/382 lb. Parts used were mostly Triumph or slightly changed Triumph 
parts except steering damper, tacho, clutch lever and some small parts. I 
geared both bikes 19/45, running on Castrol R and Dunlop KR124 dry compound 
tyres on public roads. Comparing both bikes, the extra 250cc and the better 
valve openings make the 1000cc pull like the the devil, and the bike is 
faster on top speed on some occasions, e.g. 'slower' left, right corners 
in the mountains, The Rickman 1000 is lots easier to drive (engine is mounted 
2" lower in the frame) whereas the North-framed triple seems to me to have 
a stiffer frame and runs like on rails, 

After finishing the second bike I was a very, very well known customer, 
by my bank and by the customs office. I once tried to cross the Austrian 
border with a full load - illegal. I brought parts from Kngland in my very 
old Mk 1 Cortina. A friend sitting in the back could hardly look out of the 
window because of petrol tanks, forks and wheels. Anyway, the cars leaf 
springs were bent the opposite way! I had to open the boot - frames, crank- 
cases and crankshafts appeared. Soon after, we all had to stand hands up 
in the office! The officer was looking for bills in my pockets and calcul- 
ated all my invoices with every book he could find, releasing me some three 
hours later after paying 9,000 Schillings (£330)..... after that I now 
prefer to get my bits by post withall the necessary movement papers, 

The previously mentioned event doesn't stop me from coming to England, 
although now just to see friends. Since the AGM last year I will now also 
come to England to attend some meetings. The AGM was very good, lots to see, 
but I expected more bikes and especially at least one of the Miles triples, 
But as British bikes and especially Tridents are very rare in Austria, my 
friends and I were running around with bright eyes. To see the works triples 
was a real pleasure and those bikes certainly made us come over to England, 
heavy rain the long way through Germany and Belgium couldn't slow us down, 
Tools were, as usual, only used in Dover to change the mirror to the right. 
Oil consumption on the 2500 miles was 4 litre/7.1 pints on my T160 (hope I 
can find time to work on and improve that bike), whereas on both T150's it 
was just 1.5 litres/2.6 pints for the whole journey! We revved the engines 
at approx 4,5 - 6,000 rpm on the Autobahn. Fuel consumption was 61/46 mpg 
on our bikes, all geared 19/50. It's a pity we arrived late, we couldn't 
therefore chat with other owners a lot. When we came out of the museum at 
6 pm almost everybody had gone home! 

If somebody is planning to come to Austria, just let me know. Ask me when 
I arrive at oalub meetings or call me after 8pm on 01 O43 2742 2588. I can 
arrange accommodation and would like to invite all for a tour round Austrian 
counties - but have to ask some specialist before whether we have to change 
main jets when going up the 11,500 foot high Grossglockner with its almost 
40 foot wide bends! 
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bear Tim, 


I thought the readers might like to hear of my experiences with T150T 
and T150V Tridents. The first was a four-speed 1969 model fitted with - 
Pagelin disc, Borranis, bellmouths and so on - a bit like Marshall's bike. 
Someone had production-raced it but it was now badly worn, \fter a few — 
month's running and lots of repairs, loose guide, holed piston going to 
the TT, IL eventually sold it and bought a brand new Bonneville, which was ° 
very reliable. & 

But a few years ago I got the urge for another triple. I acquired es *- 
stock T150V then I bought a Rob North frame from Miles Engineering, which’ — 
was perfectly made and everything fitted lovely. After 18 months building — 
I finished up with a very nice racer. To eles 

As I have a competition licence, I entered some sprints on it. Firstly 
Hoghton Tower sprint near Blackburn, This was an 8-foot wide track up a =» 
big hill. she sounded lovely with the valves bouncing in first and second 
(no rev counter). Then I took it to Curborough Sprint course near Lichfield, 
a small tight twisty circuit. First time out I got into a big slide, but “| 
I enjoyed it. I also ran my box stock T1I4OD along with my Trident, which — 
was good fun, io 

Then it was off to Mallory Park for the Gold Star OC Rally, with circuit 
rides for twenty minutes - no speed restriction. So I was dreaming I was © 
Romero coming out of the hairpin, she sounded fantastiu...... then John © 
Cooper of R3 fame came past me on a Hyde 1000, As he was guest of honour, 
I can't understand why many people weren't there, as it was open to any~- 
body, no licence required, 

Then my dreams ended - I sold the 3, But last month I bought a '71 
export Trident, conical hubs, western bars - not seen many like it. 

Has anybody got any literature about this model or any on Rob Norths? I 
will buy or borrow even old Cycle Worlds or other @arly American mags, 
1965 - 1973, or w.h.y. 

Lastly, I hope I will get to some rallies this year. Anybody need a 
bit of advice about building a North, I will try and help as I am thinking 
about another, 


S.Ford, Derbys. 


#*Eds note. There's nothing particularly unusual about the export model 
bar the cosmetics. I've got tons of stuff on all models - what do you want 
to know? Most of the early road-tests and adverts are on file. 


Dear Tim, 


Once again I thought it high time I put typewriter to paper. Today 
finds us discharging frozen chickens (some 3500 tonnes) in that well-known 
jewel of the East, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Next ports being Aden and Cape- 
town. (End of Geography lesson.) 

Congratulations on the postal service for the Dec/Jan edition of Triple 
Echo for via my home address it's just found me here. Yet again, another 
good read, 

Having attended the AGM held at the NMM up ‘north', I wish to offer the 
following comments on the venue, Museum was very interesting but bland, 
could do with a little livening up. Somewhat overpowering with its spic- 
and-span presentation - perhaps a few ‘as is‘ displays. Meeting facilities 
fairly good but spoilt by overcrowding and noise from the adjoining rest- 
aurant. Perhaps a survey of the numbers attending, via T Echo, might be 
appropriate in preparation next time. I will offer my vote now — yes, 
providing my leave coincides. What is the proposed date for 1986? 

I would, through the pages of TE, like to raise the subject of oil 
brands, Currently I have been using Shell 20-50 Four Seasons oil, but 
having spoken to one of BP's technical/engineering field men, who are 


currently conducting lube oil tests aboard my present vessel, states that 
BP produce a superior 20-50 oil that is marketed under a trade name (not 
Visco-Static), Having described the Trident and the likely operating con- 
ditions, he recommends this particular product. The gentleman mentioned 
has no connection with the sales department of BP. Does any other member 
have anything to offer on the above oil debate? 

That's all for now, I don't envy your lousy weather at present, but 
if you are out on the roads now, good riding and keep safe, 


J.D.Piggott, Sussex, 
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**ids note. Triples like 20-50, and many of us use Castrol GTX. The only 
problem here is that Castrol have changed the grading down to 15, which is 
a bit too low for us. You can still buy Castrol XL which is the 20-50 the 
bike prefers, but only in litre pots, and certainly in this area of Sussex 
no-one keeps it in stock, I had to order some from the local Lucas depot. 
It is in fact marginally cheaper! As for other oil brands I can't comment, 
Word has it that Duckhams quality is a bit suspect in the car world, and 
that if you mix it with other oils you are in trouble - which if you go 
across the Channel may be a problem as you can't buy Duckhams over there. 
(Incidentally, the price of oil in France is terrifying - over £2.50 a 
litre! If you are burning a lot, it will really pay’to take your own supply 
with you.) 
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Dear Tim, 


fat Just a couple of quickies, If any members are interested, Harwoods of 
‘Richmond are prepared to give 10% discount to anyone showing their club 
membership card, They have a good stock of triple spares and are very help- 
ful. 

If anybody fancies a quick visit from one or possibly two TR30C members 
(riding TR6's) travelling across the USA and Australia (and ultimately 

SE Asia, India etc.) please write to the address below. Even a prod in 

the right direction will be of great help on a journey such as that, I/ 
we plan to leave before summer this year, 


Paul Ormerod, 41 Bramley Way, Ashtead, Surrey, 
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Dear Tim, 


Thanks for another great copy of "Triple Echo", The latest copies have 
taken an almost permanent place in my pocket. Why? This is to prove to 
people that Tridents really do work, Whenever people start knocking 
triples I just produce TE and show them the Tony Page articles. 

I was disappointed to see a small article in a recent "Classic Mech- 
anics" about Arnett's of Doncaster. In 1984 I entrusted them the job of 
raising the liners by 4 thou, as I was fitting high-comp pistons. After 
removing the liners and skimming the block the liners were replaced and 
skimmed at an absurd angle. This resulted in one edge of each liner stan- 
ding proud as required and the other edge flush with the block, After 
noticing this, the job was redone with the result that so much metal was 
removed that the piston closed the gap of the two outer spark plugs. 
After complaining and dismantling the top end again, a compression plate 
was made that was absolutely U/S. So another attempt at this was made. 
This left quite a drop between cam and follower resulting in excess wear. 
Anyway, after having a year on strike and then getting straightened out, 
I'm going to get some Hyde 850 barrels and } race cams, Maybe then the 
oil may not seep between barrels and cases. 


‘Dave Atkinson, Yorks, 


MORE BATTERY TECH ? Julian White. 


I've had some success over the years in rejuvenating lead-acid batteries, 
mainly by washing them out many times, then refilling with fresh acid or 
even the old acid after the bits have settled out. However, I have found 
a method which works perfectly, even on batteries that have one or more 
cells short or even open circuit. 

It uses a chemical which is easily and cheaply available and is not 
particularly '‘nasty'. The method is to empty the acid from the battery 
into a glass bowl. Then wash out the battery under a tap and shake the 
water and debris out. This can be repeated many times, hot water appears 
to be best because it seems to free more debris and the battery dries 
quicker afterwards, 

The battery is then filled with a eelatian of 20% Sodium Sulphate, which 
is available from chemical suppliers (200 grams per litre of distilled 
water) or it is available at most Boots or chemists as Glaubers Salts 
(4 oz per pint of distilled water). 

The battery can then be given a good charge for about a day. Then the 
solution is washed out and the battery thoroughly rinsed and left to dry. 
It can then be filled with fresh acid at specific gravity 1280 (or 1.28 
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depending on how the hydrometer is mirked) at 20 degrees C, and charged 

as normal. The old acid can be used in desperation but check the S.g@- 

first, as this is important. MEE RATE: 
This process may sound fiddly but it only costs a couple of quid and 

it really does work. I've done several car batteries that have been found 

in people's back yards and are now performing well, Also, my T160 bactéry 

was tested and gave about 8 amp hours, my workmate's BMW battery (£60° ~— 

new) gave about 11 a/h, After treatment mine was approx 18 = 20 a/h'and 

his was about 28 a/h which was its correct rating. This tip is particularly 

useful for T160 owners, because the batteries do a lot of work and are - 

also expensive and hard to get hold of. \re they really intended for a 

tractor? As I read elsewhere. If so, which one? wit ay i: 

One small point that came to light during the rebuild. The c}utch hub ,) 
centre had worn splines so was replaced by a Norman Hyde item (reasonably. 
priced). I noticed just before I whacked it onto the taper that the ext-" 
ractor threads had not been cut in it. The whole batch of ten at the shop 
were the same, There is no way that this item will come off without the — : 
proper extractor so it may be worth checking that your extractor screws 


in fully before :ou Loctite the hub to the taper. 


**Eds note. I can't believe that one about the tractor. I run a diesel 
Land-Kover which is 2}¢ }itre and not dissimilar to a tractor —- it has 
ac.r. of 23:1 and the battery required is a bloody great lump of 95 a/h 
which is so big that it has two carrying handles fitted and is over a foot 
long and 9" deep. 


| 


%, 
+ 


b3 


net, 
a 


a 
cs 


/ 


U 


| 
| 
| | 
| VEN ; 

Fe 
sta | 


A corner of last year's Devon Rally. impty roads, evening sun and a 
variety of bikes which sums up the TR30C. And plenty of room lett for 
you and the bike, See you there - remember, May 2nd - 5th, the Cottae 


Inn, Marsh, Vevon. 
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RABBITING 
' ‘This magazine is going to be late arriving on your doorstep, No matter 
how fast John prints and mails it, it's definitely going to be rather late, 
It's somewhat of a miracle that there's any magazine at all this time, 

as I've been working six days a week and fitting a great deal too much 


_,into the seventh - so a blanket apology to all those who are waiting for 


My” 


SIS Bag 


yey 


replies to letters and so on. 

It's now time to tell you about our Day Meet/AGM. On Sunday 27th July, 
BE THERE, It's at the National MC Museum, Birmingham (a map is inside this 
issue) « Now, what to say that will get you out of bed early that mornin;*? 
Well, how about over 100 triples in a row? A recent increase in club men- 
bership and a better than even chance of good weather (the reason for 
having a later date than previous years) should ensure the best-ever turn- 
out, If that isn't enough, you can inspect the Museum - they've added a 
new hall Since last year, And you get 50p off admission price if you have 
a valid club card. The Museum also has a collection of works triples and 
they will be firing up at least three of them for you..... and giving them 
a blast around the car park. 

Our AGM =~ tHe boring bit - is at 2.15 pm sharp, and the racers will be 
fired up at 3.15pm, thus ensuring that no-one rabbits on for too long. 
The Museum itself is open from 10 until 6. As you probably know, there 
is the Classicfest at Donington on the same weekend - although some of 
you might find it more of a draw than our own do, for some odd reason, 
it is reasonably close to the Museum and does have overnight camping, 
things to look at etc., if you live a long way off. Our idea is to get 
a small patch of the large campsite reserved just for us, so that if you 
want to make a weekend of it you won't be alone - and on Sunday we can 
have a run from there to our meeting. It's a struggle to get any kind 
of reply from the organiser and we're still waiting - so if you'd like 


more information please ring me in a week or two, by which time I should 


have details of the site etc, 

As mentioned above, the club has grown a bit recently, thanks to an 
advert or two and some increased public exposure (where's me plastic 
mac?....) until now, John and Linda Williams have handled both the maga- 
zine printing/distribution and the membership side, but it's now reached 
the stage where both are full-time jobs on their own. So, we need a vol- 


‘ unteer to take over the membership enrolment/renewal side. Does the idea 


appeal? Then contact John or myself and we'll tell you more about what's 
involved, 

Lastly, a brief word about oil. It's already been mentioned a couple 
of times - good ol' Castrol GTX ain't what it used to be. They've altered 
the grading to a 15/40, which is not so good for our engines, I recently 
got some XL 20-50 in and have now had a chance to try it - consymption 
on GTX was about 150 mpp (yes, I know, I really must have’a rebore this 
winter...), but with XL it immediately shot up (or to be more accurate, 
down) to about 300 mpp. ‘nuff said? I hadn't teen happy with GTX for a 
fair while, the consistency when hot being pretty similar to lager mixed 
in with coal dust. Not at all user-friendly, 

See you in July. Hie 

7G 


WARNING SIGNS Tony Page 


I should have seen it coming; it was pretty o>vious looking back on it, 
It's dead easy to be wise after the event, though, isn't it? 

This has happened to all of us, I feel sure. Could we have prevented it 
I wonder? In my case I shall never know, but I'll always hold myself to 
blame slightly, my negligence contributed to it all. ~ 3 

It all began last summer, Or rather, it didn't. After we all had a triff 
time at the French Rally, each following his or her favourite form of dev- 
iant behaviour, I began to realise that I hadn't seen Fred for a while, + 
We had thoroughly enjoyed the French Connection, and watched ourselves 
being silly on the video so we knew it was real (unreal?). Fred has lived 
in Bristol for years now but he used to live in Leatherhead next door to” 
me. We had always had bikes, and the distance factor was not important, 
He was interested in coming to North Cape with me that summer but due to 
various reasons could not make it (warning Sign missed?), 
He also missed the TR30C AGM, 
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Last summer (that is a noun, not an adjective) was appalling weather-wise 
as we all know. It was therefore no real surprise that I didn't see*Fred at 
all. He was building a Rob North and I imagined him toiling away in‘his ry 
workshop, totally immersed in the creation of an Ultimate. He ran ‘ani‘orig+ 
inal 1969 R3 for daily transport, and at this time he had not passed ‘a.car 
driving test. 3 es 

One Wednesday whilst scanning the MCN Classifieds I noticed a Rocket ' 3°’ 
fitting the description of Fred's bike up for sale. I suspected that_it was... 
in fact Fred's and so when he called in to Leatherhead on his way to the bike 
shops in London to exchange it for piles of money, I was not too surprised. 
It would leave him time to concentrate on his Rob North, he had said. Ummm, 

The rainy summer progressed with no real contact between us apart from. 
the postcards I sent from obscure places around Eastern Bloc Europe... 

One evening I found myself trundling up the M5 in the general vicinity. 
of Fred's home, give or take 20 miles - you know how it is: I decided to. . 
call in. As I arrived I espied Fred just about to get into a blue MGB GT. 
Strange. Not really his sort of vehicle I thought. Just as le was about to 
start the car I tapped on the window. He froze; I think my exact words. 
were, "It'd better be good, son:" ae geen es 

He spent the next hour attempting to convince me that he had not sold ‘ 


his Rocket 3 to finance the car. He professed to having become fed up with 
getting wet and cold, but he seemed nervous! ia 

I should have noticed than that he had not actually done much,-.if any- 
thing, to the Rob North. - rode home in a thoughtful mood, composing the 
pseudo warning letter I would send to Fred. 

Autumn came and went, followed by Winter, followed by Spring and the 
Classic Bike Show. As I had heard nothing from Fred for ages, concern was 
creeping in. Had he taken offence at the letter I wondered? No, he could 
handle it, I felt sure, 

Ten days before the Bike Show I received a letter from Fred enclosing the 
plans and instructions for the event, He had pulled out! I couldn't believe 
it! He was one of the mainstays on the show team, as he lived in Bristol, 
In fact, it was his idea in the very first place to get a stand at the 
Bristol Show in '85. He had suggested it at the '85 AGM and had convinced 
me to help etc. By this time I was worried about it all, but I clung to the 
knowledge that he was perfecting his Rob North. 

Last Wednesday in MCN Classifieds there was an advert for an unfinished 
Rob North. 

Don't let it happen to someone YOU know....e.-- 


Dear Mr. Smithelis, 


a A member of your "Trident & Rocket 3 0C", Phil Mumenthaler in \ust- 
ralia and member of TRANSCYCLIST, recommended writing to you about the 
possibility of raising some members through your recommendation, 

The TRANSCYCLIST is a nonprofit international organisation of serious 
international tourers eager to experience different cultures from the 
‘motorcycle saddle. It is new, unique and still small but growing worid- 
wide. Touring enthusiasts and sports adventurers are always welcome to 
join our international network of dedicated members. 

We are now looking for ‘contact persons' in the UK, and we thought 
that you or someone you know might have interest, or that you might 
recommend our association to other touring people in the UK. 


Volkher Lenzher, Chairman - Tokyo, Japan. 


**kds note. Volkher has sent me some more information so anyone who wants 
to know more can drop me a line, or write direct to him at Transcyclist 
International, CPO Box 2064, Tokyo, Japan. 
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Dear Tim, 


Is it possible for you to give other TR30C members in Australia my 
address and phone number? I already know Dave Hunt, Tim Kramer, Roland 
Heatley and Graeme O'Donovan, but would be interested in meeting others 
if they are likewise inclined. 

The other request, do you know of any firm that makes or sells Trident 
lapel badges in kngland? And I would like to get in touch with somebody 
in the USA because I've seen a badge made there that I'm also keen to get. 
Maybe a fellow TR30C member would be interested in aiding me, 
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‘+ bASsansaside, maybe Peter Rolling could do an article on 'megaphonitis', 
its-cnuses, results, and cures via carburation and/or different muffler 
lengths/restrictions/holes etc. Tt's something I don't fully understand 
yet, even though I've cured mine twice! 


Danny Hannon, 15 Bottlebrush Drive, Tumut 2720 Oz, Tel (069) 471791. 
< > VRE - 
2 si4-* - . 


Dear Tin, 

“Thought I'd write in to provide some material for the next mag, in 
case ‘you’ are short! Arthur Shorthouse in issue 40 was saying he couldn't 
understand people having trouble with N,Hyde's sintered iron clutch plates, 

My ‘bike ‘has had one of these for six years, and has always dragged sligh- 
tly ‘when the engine's hot, even using your adjustment method - in fact 

I have always adjusted it that way. 

ee Héwever, ages ago I was in Hyde's workshop, and one of the employees 
was Saying that the early plates like mine were made by riveting several 
pieces of sintered material to the plate, however the material could vary 
slightly in thickness or due to fitting, and this could cause some dray. 
Apparently later a one-piece sintered ring was fitted which was then 
skimmed to make perfectly flat, so these ought not to drag. 

Presumably members have seen the recent article in Classic Mechanics 
magazine with a development history from Hyde and a rebuild article from 
Jack Shemans, Here Hyde points out that the oil is overcooled by the 
cooler, that's causing the "yoghurt-like coating" complained of by S. 
Roberts, due to condensation, “ty bike has never done this. Short trips 
will tend to do this; it hajpens with cars too. I've found that the best 
way of showing oil temperature is to fit an oil pressure gauge, When 
cold, the oil pressure can go up to 90 psi! \lso, it only drops to 60 - 
70 at idling. However, after a good run (15 miles or more) the pressure 


then goes down to 20 psi or so, indicating that the oil has warmed up. A 
few miles at 90 mph certainly warms the oil! (not from cold of course). 

If the bike is in heavy traffic/hot weather, the oil pressure then starts 
dropping further - once on the open road at constant speed, you can actually 
see the oil pressure rising again as the cooler does its work. 

} Another letter which caught my eye was the one from Chris de Boick about 
XQ his 1970 Rocket 3. He said he found the Mk,2 drum brcekes fitted to be terr- 
ible, I've never understood this. My Trident is a 1972 4-speed with these ' 

. brakes, gnd I find them to be perfectly adequate - sure they. won't lock 
the front wheel like a disc brake but they certainly pull the “thing up 
from speeds around 90 mph OK, and certainly OK around town. They need to 
be adjusted well, with each lining as close to the drum as possible. The 
adjuster screws can be seen through the hole in the hub after removing the 
rubber bung, and rotating the wheel - one screw for each lining. \idjust 
the cable so that the lever only has to be pulled back a little, not almost 
to the bars, ; 

Also, these barrel studs pulling out. I've had that problem in the past, 
One thing I noticed was that some of those studs are not tapped deep enough 
inside, so the bolt bottoms before the head is torqued down properly, and 
thus also increasing the tension of the studs, Worth checking that the 
bolts go down all the way without a head gisket, so you then know that it 
will be OK with a gasket fitted. 


Paul Joyce, Surrey. 
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Dear Tim, 


I've just put new con-rods and pistons in my bike, Do you know, I took 
the pistons out of my bike and Les Williams told me they belong to a 250cc 
Starfire. I wondered why they hit the inlet valves} Do you ig cae tek you 
remarked about the clattering in my engine at the last A.G. 3 

The bloke I bought the bike off told me they were put in i= Mead and 
Tomkinsons, Well, they once raced BSA's didn't they? 

I went to the Classic Bike Show last month and it was “quite good, t 
thought. Our stand was good too - some nice triples, . 


Dave Clarke, Worcestershire, 
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BIKESPOr . . Phil Mumenthaler 


It was back in 1978 when I detected a Boyer Trident racer in the Van 
Rensburg garage in Johannesburg. It was amongst a few other interesting 
British racers, amongst others a Dresda Triumph, a BS\ Hornet, '‘a’ 350°** 8" 
Greeves Oulton and a Vic Camp 250 Desmo Ducati. Clk so Se sits 

The TriMMent was separated from those bikes with a ‘plastic’ sheet.’ He did: - 
not at first intend to sell any of his machines; first I fancied’ the ‘livtie) 
250 Desmo racer. It was complete, and once the dust :was washed off 5S es 
looked pretty neat. After a long talk he sold me the Duke really chéapy if 
so I got a bit more interested in the other bikes. rr. — pas 

I had a good look at the Trident - it had a stuffed fourth gear and. x { 
the cogs were missing. It had heaps of other parts for it like a rand= 3," 
new head, various sets of valves and S & W springs, 9 Hepolite high cqmey. 4 
tession pistons and Tots more. But I didn't have much money, and he w oe ++ 
not yet prepared to sell it. Anyway, I went there many times to visit i | 

i 
i 
i 
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him without buying any of his other machines. He had also an Alf Hagon ; 
grasstracker with a J.A.P. engine which he tried to sell for a ridicu 
ously high price, so my hopes for a ‘cheap! Trident were Tow. “*# in| 
One day, however, he asked me how much I would pay him for the triple. | 
So I thought of all the cash I could lay my hands on - and it wasn't 
much,: But he told me I could have it for as much as I could scrape to-j 
gether, For me it was a lifetime opportunity - I got this machine finally ' 
with all the bits and pieces. I rebuilt the gearbox, and cleaned the bike.’ 
up a:‘bit,. i , 
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Once I took. it out to the Kayalami racetrack, Due to lack of experience. 
and old racing tyres, I managed to drop it, fortunately with little dam- - 
age. I had to get another fairing from Les Williams, Shortly after that, I 
left’ South: africa and took the Trident and the Duke with me to Surope. 
I haven't -had ‘the chance to work: on-and ride any of these bikes for over 
four “year's.-In:the meantime, I:emigrated to Australia and maybe this © 
peer ts Se ee ema ghee 
and bring my ‘trident batk ‘to Australia. In ‘the meantime I collect any 
info on the last ¢ompétitive ‘racer ‘from England, a legend equalled only 
-by, .7R's, Manxes etc. I find the sound best, next to the -ncredible-sound- 
ing MV Agusta. Whilé I ‘ditght ‘fiéver participate in your “aces and runs 
in the UK, i am “still ‘invere’stéda in the newsletter, books and parts exch- 
ange on tridents: ‘Atty “fellas travelling to Australia on Triumphs are wel- 
come at my place, even if it's only for a can of beer and a good yarn, 


ta 
45 


H 


26 


PUSHROD PROBLEMS Richard Millington.: 


I am, writing to let members know that there are some duff pushrods 
being sold for T150's,. 


The head size, which goes onto the rocker arm, is of a slightly small- 
er diameter. than, standard. This causes the rocker to sit on top e* the 
Puahrod as, opposed, to sitting IN the top - as per the drawings below. 
‘&— Tor CHhiPrED 

AwhY BY ROCKER 
ARM TRYING To 


"srr am PUSHROD. 


after 20 miles riding, I decided to re-torque the cylinder heads while. 
releasing the tension on the valves, one of the pushrods jumped out a 
lueky this time). After removing the rockerbox I noticed the offending: 
article. It wasn't all that aifficult to see as the top was chipped “ayay. 
it I bought these from Wilemans in Derby, who have a good reputation. * 
Unfortunately they were unable to tell who the supplier was because they 
have two and they didn't noti-e the difference when the ese she xt cane, in. 
They are no longer selling ‘ws. duff ones from today. : 
Therefore, I would urge that if any members have fitted new pushrod 
this winter, they should take the rockerboxes off and check thé “pushrods 
are. all right. It's better to do it now than when the pushrod ,comes70ff 
6 rotker whilst out on a run, ng ar ¢ 
PS .. Has anyone got any adjustable “Jota bars" that they ‘want (to $61. ? 
tact, Belper 4741. . et Ee 


‘ a 
ss s note, At our rally a member informed me that he too had : “come ae 
qutt roe, which was purchased from Norman Hyde, : 
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FIED##* a ee 
ood homes wanted for the following machines. 


-4 350 Desmo --. ported, twin plug, recently ebuilt by profdasional 
c to be quick: but. rear a: ite pumper carb, Mity 
gulator/battery elim r Yor racing trim, but 

legal parts included. Beautiful silver metalflake » Pagel: is 4 


type was ver available in the US and is very rare. Sees ees 


1973 Ducati 450 Desmo - twin eeter wines S meets’: 

identical in appearance to Br hyorsores. Praca 

1969 Dresda Trident - Would you like a 380 1b triple with a SOAS HTH of: $a 
7 inches? Could be even lighter with some. work... One of anly 4 prototype... 
frames built by Dave Degensi:' Dresdas were very successful.in racing for. 2.3 

decades. Would consider selling chassis alone. Frame will take vertical 

T1SO engine. Curr ly has stock .1969 T1A50O, with. S-speed transmission. | Was 
used on street/tr for 3 years -, : bandh en. like a thoroughbred.” 3 PAT? a. 


1958 BSA DBD34 Gol ar - very ‘or inteat- Fo - new frames and ‘spare’ “many “extra 
engine parts. Neeau of setic work. In Clubman, trim: 190mm FFant ‘prake,'t 
{ 1/2 GP carb, original ciip-ons (new), rear-sets. ‘Runs ‘well. SE isp seh = 
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Reasonable prices to the r 
#2, North Gower, Ontario Ca. 
time. 


ht buyers. Stephanie Coulshaw/Mike Downey, RR 
‘a KOA 2TO. Call 613-489-2172 before ? local 
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Trident & Rorket3 Owners’ Club i 
RI 2, North Gower : 
@ntario, Canada KOA 2TO 
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